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Drogram to help brmg emerging technologies to market

Whlg -Standard

HE TECHNOLOGY TRANSFER OFFICE
of Queen’s University, PARTEQ In-

ations, and Ontario Centres of Ex-

ence have announced a new pro-
m to bring high-tech local ideas
nthelab to the market.

he two agencies will work together
ind, fund and commercialize
mising technologies arising out of
:arch in the Kingston region.
movative ideas from researchers at
2en’s, Royal Military College and
gstont General Hospital, plus indus-
and businesses that are working
h post-secondary institutions, are

Local researchers can receive grants up to $100,000

eligible for the grants worth between
$16,000 and $100,000.

“This is intended to get ideas
through that valley of death between
having an idea and bringing it to mar-
ket,” said Randall North, associate di-
rectar of commercial development at
PARTE®, this week. '

The program will fund innovations
in five areas: earth and environmental
technologies, energy, materials and
manufacturing, photonics and com-

munications, and information technol-

QgY

“Thls“parhmrshlp makes sense on so
many levels,” agreed Bryan Kanarens,
director of strategic programs for at
the Ontario Centres for Excellence.

“It co-ordinates our joint efforis as
we unearth the best of Queen’s re-

search in five targeted inncovation sec- -

tors. It also gives researchers access 1o
the so-called gap funding that is so cru-
cial to moving technologies towargd
commercialization.

“It’s a tremendous opportunity for
researchers who think they may have
something that, taken to market, can

make a real difference in the world.”

Under the initiative, researchers will
be eligible for funding and expertise
for advancing the devalopment of their
research.

The money can be used for proto-
types of technology, sophisticated
models to see if research proves out in

the real world or for improvements or
Jeature enhancements to products that

they currently have developed.

While the amount of money avaii-
able is not enough to entirely fund a
business, the two say it is enough to

give a promising local high-tech con-
cern a hand up as they develop their
research. k

“Omar reason for bemg isto encour-
age economic growth,” explalned
Kanarens.

The two say there has already been
significant interest from the local hlgh
tech community concerning the :gg
posal and one grant has aJready Been -
approved.

Researchers who qualify for the pro- :
gram will ailso be provided with mar-
ket assessmeni and technology evalia-
tion expertise, and, where apphcable
assistance with creatmg spm—off com—
panies. e
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